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" Another pacificatory argument has proved equally in-
effectual ; an argument especially affected by men of high
culture in the days of the old romantic school: namely,
that the affairs of Germany must be left to develop
spontaneously and organically. We have come to realise
that, whenever this unhappy word ' organic' finds its
way into politics, all thought disappears. But the cradle
song of indolence, which has rocked the German world in
comfortable slumber only too long, can no longer delude us.
Look back a hundred years at the Confederations of the
Netherlands and Switzerland, and then look at our own
Holy Roman Empire. Those indeed were States that
developed organically, until at last a foreign power trampled
disdainfully on the decaying fragments that remained of
them. We may be absolutely certain that a reforming and,
if necessary, an energetically revolutionary will is essential
to every State ; otherwise the very reason of the State
will gradually become void of significance.

" But the Particularist remarks soothingly: ' All the
prosperity of the State depends ultimately on the moral
character of its citizens. It must be possible to keep the
sons of a nation united, even if the State itself is not united.
Besides, power is far too unequally distributed among the
members of the German Confederation, so that in every
decisive question the superior influence of the larger Federal
States will always control the issue/ We know that unity
very well. It did not hinder the Rhine Confederation ; it
has even armed German against German, under the protec-
tion of the Confederation." *

" We are coming now to the most precious and sacred
notion of the Particularists ; they guard this notion like a
jewel and flash its rays in all directions. It is as follows :
' We live in the promised land of Decentralisation ; and,
even if such a lot be fraught with some ills, it is a thousand
times better than if we were to descend to the tedious
monotony of soul-destroying receptiveness which marks the

1 Historische und politische Aufsdtze, ii. pp. 81-4.